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The meaning of the word ‘ al-Madad ’ 

The meaning of the word al-madad varies with respect to the disparity of the intention of its 
proponent. 

With regards to the meaning of the word ‘ madad , it has been mentioned in the ‘ Lisan al- ‘AraU\ 

• ‘We have helped the nation,’ that is, ‘we have aided them with partisans and help.’ 

• ‘The leader supported his army with horses and men and he aided them,’ and 

• ‘He granted them with lots of wealth and he made them wealthy.’ 

Al-Madad troops which affiliate with military expeditions [carried out] in the path of 
Allah H. 

Imdad\;.\ is that one dispatches 2 aid {madad ). 3 
Imam Alfayawml said: 

‘I aided him with help: I supported him and strengthened him by it.’ 4 

Thus, when the Muslim says: ‘ Madad Ya Allah! { Help, O Allah!)’, that is ‘Support me’ ‘Help me 
with Your power’, ‘Assist me against Your enemy’, ‘Increase me with mercies and blessings’ and 
‘Help me with the aptitude to Your obedience and to combating my ego and my demon.’ 5 



1 Translated from Shaykh Yusuf Khattar Muhammad’s masterpiece, al-Mawsu‘at al-Yusfiyya fl bayan 
Adillat al-Sufiyya (p. 124-134) published by Dar al-Taqwa, Damascus. This unique work is endorsed by 
the most prominent scholars of Damascus, such as ‘Abdul Rahman al-Shaghurl 4* , Shaykh Mustafa al- 
Turkmanl 4* and Shaykh Adlb Kallas, may Allah protect him. 

2 This means ‘to provide with. . .’ because one’s providing another with physical or intangible 
particulars does not always require its dispatchment. 

3 Lisan al-‘Arab, Article j -> j» 

4 Al-Misbah al-Munir, Article j j ? 

5 The word used here is ‘my Satan’, which denotes anything or anyone which has the potential to lead 
man astray from the path to Allah H. 
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When he says: ‘ Madad Ya Awliya’ Allah! (Help, O Saints of Allah!)’, it means: ‘Teach us of what 
Allah has taught you,’ ‘Help us with what Allah St has helped you with of sciences and intuition’, 
‘Assist us with that what will benefit us in our journey’, ‘Guide us in our comportment ( suluk ) to 
the love of Allah, with His leave;’ 6 This does not occur other than due to most of the creatures 
missing out from the mercy of their Lord and He disciplines them with Islam, with the poises of 
the leader of all men [Prophet Muhammad] M, therefore, they are in need of him who assists 
them and aids them with knowledge, He teaches them the manners of journey and comportment. 

AJ -madad, according to the meaning which we have mentioned [above], exists, in our lives, in 
theory and [also] in substance. Nobody can deny that humans seek aid by means of 
transportation like the car, plane, steamship and train in order to fulfil his worldly needs and 
conveyance by means of them from one land to another; humans cannot reach it without them 
but with [suffering] personal arduousness. 

Surely, mariners and aviators seek the direction of their journey in the sea and in the air by 
means of a metallic object which is called ‘ al-busola (the compass)’; it points them to the desired 
direction and this [fact] cannot be denied! So, does seeking help from metal evict [one] from the 
[Muslim] nation? Is valuable assistance denied [from] him [who] presents it to us, who has 
experience in the comportment of the path to the love of Allah, which [itself] is surrounded by 
various kinds of perils, to [its] achievement 7 , without that aid, and that assistance without 
arduousness and hardship? It is known that the least of the enemies in this path is the ego, Satan 
and desire?! 

From here, it is evident to us that man is in need of aid to many items from the creations of Allah, 
so that they may help him with assistance for which Allah has made subservient to him upon the 
hands of His creation and their manufactured articles, be they of whatever kind. 



[Madad in the Qur’an] 

There is a difference between the aid of the Creator M and the aid of the creature. 

The word ‘madad ’comes with the meaning of ‘ musa‘ada (mutual assistance)’ and ‘mu‘awana 
(mutual support)’, and it is recommended in all kinds of goodness, in all the paths to which the 
orthodox Canon {Shad) permits. 

IstYana (seeking/acquiring cooperation)’ of people, one to the other, in affairs, is inevitable and 
indispensable; man is enjoined with it, particularly in affairs of goodness and God-wariness. 
Allah m says: 

‘And assist one another in goodness and Allah-wariness, and do not mutually cooperate 
in sin and hostility .’ 8 

Therefore, mutual cooperation between creatures is madad, that is, musa‘ada and the assistance 
of some of them [given] to the others. If someone seeks help from someone of his own genus, 



6 The Saints of Allah Sg do not perform actions or omissions but with the leave of Allah A, hence the 
proclamation of seeking their assistance with the authority granted to them by Allah Si. 

7 of the love of Allah H. 

8 Surat al-Ma’idah (5), Verse 2. 
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